
Two destitute children in the slums of Bhubaneswar (above).  Temples built into caves within Bhubaneswar, which were originally built by Buddhist 
monks.  Today, Buddhist and Hindu temples co-exist within these caves (below). 

The Temple City 

Sitting along Indiaôs eastern coast is the state of Orissa.  Residents of this state have often felt neglected due 
to a lack of development by the federal government (only 20% of Orissaôs roads are paved and over 65% of 

the rural population do not have access to safe drinking water) and a lack of opportunity.  Nonetheless, 
Orissaôs capital and largest city, Bhubaneswar, is relatively clean, unlike most large cities in India, a dis-

tinction which makes its more than 800,000 residents obviously proud. 

Bhubaneswar has gained renown as ñThe Temple Cityò due to the hundreds of temples scat-
tered amongst its neighborhoods.  Most of these houses of worship are used in the practice of 

Hinduism (Hindus represent approximately 94% of Orissaôs population), but Jainism and 
Buddhism are also represented.  The temples can be found in a wide variety of shapes and 

sizes, and range from the amazingly beautiful to the outright pornographic.  Sadly, Christians 

comprise only 2.4% of Orissaôs population, and thus the church is a minority here. 

Secreted behind the walls of this clean ñTemple Cityò are areas that many would prefer not to 

talk about ï sprawling complexes of slums.  Here, in relative obscurity, live the outcasts of 

Indian society.  The people here live in utter poverty, the likes of which most Americans can-
not even conceive.  Many of the homes are constructed merely of sticks and mud and typi-

cally consist of just one room in which the entire family must live.  There is no running water 
or electricity.  Inhabitants of these slums have no choice but to bathe and wash their clothes in 

the same stagnant water that also functions as a sewer, while also being the communityôs only 

source for drinking water.  On top of this, they lack even the basic medical care which is in-

evitably necessary from living under these conditions. 

Most people living in these slums are there as a result of Indiaôs current rural-urban migration 

pattern.  They are uneducated, having lived on farms in the poorer, rural areas of the country, 
and have moved to the big city in search of a better life for themselves and their families.  

Upon arriving, however, they find themselves without the ability to make a wage high enough 
to elevate themselves out of the slums.  They are simply unable to help themselves or im-

prove their circumstances without assistance. 
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